
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1892] Synopses of Important Articles. 249 



£p0p0t$ fft § mjwrtatrt |urtfct*& 



The Ark and the Animals.* In a certain scientific circle it has of late been 
asserted that the story of the ark is positively proved to be a legend by the 
fact that it would be an absolute impossibility to place two of every known 
species of land animals in the space of the ark. Now this is simply an arithmet- 
ical problem. The biblical statement is that the ark was three hundred 
cubits long, fifty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. The length of the cubit 
has been settled as between nineteen and twenty inches ; but if we take it at 
only eighteen inches, then the surface of one deck of the ark would be thirty- 
three thousand, seven hundred and fifty square feet. As to the number of 
species of animals, naturalists differ very largely in their classification, but 
taking the extremest estimate by a high authority, Wallace (see his " Distribu- 
tion of Animals ") there are two thousand, four hundred and fifteen. In the 
ark there are said to have been seven each of the ten species of clean animals, 
and of all other species two each, making four thousand, nine hundred of the 
land mammalia. It is stated by Prof. Ward, of Rochester, that the average 
size of each animal would be about that of the common house cat. Allowing, 
then, five square feet for each animal, there would be room for all the four 
thousand, nine hundred, and there would still be left nine thousand, two hun- 
dred and fifty feet of unoccupied space, on a single deck of the ark. This 
would be abundant room for two representatives each of all the species of 
birds, reptiles, lizards and insects. But it is reasonable to suppose, from the 
biblical description, that the ark had three decks, each of this size named 
above, or thereabouts, so that there was ample room for all the animals, for 
food for a year, and for Noah's family. So that at least this argument 
against the historicity of the ark is proved groundless. 

This is mathematical demonstration, and conclusive so far as it goes. But it is only a 
small fraction of the problem which the deluge of Genesis presents. 

Assyrian Aids to Hebrew Chronology, f The dates in Hebrew history that 
have been fixed beyond controversy by the cuneiform inscriptions of Assyria 
are few, group themselves together quite closely, and fall within a compara- 
tively late period. They are but seven in number, and cover only the time 
from 854 B. C. to 701 B. C. No Assyrian inscription has yet been found that 
makes it possible to determine the exact time of a single event in Hebrew his- 
tory earlier than the reign of Ahab. Nor can the chronology of the short 
period indicated be settled definitely even with the assistance of the cuneiform 
records. Nevertheless, the dates that have been ascertained are of the utmost 
importance as furnishing starting-points for approximately correct computa- 
tions. The seven are as follows : (1) 854, Shalmaneser II. defeats Ahab of 
Israel. (2) 842, Shalmaneser II. receives tribute from Jehu, son of Omri. (3) 
738, Tiglath Pileser III. receives tribute from Menahem of Samaria. (4) 734, 

* By Prof. Howard Osgood, D. D., in S. S. Times, Feb. 6, 1892. 

t By Prof. Nathanael Schmidt, in Hamilton Theological Seminary Journal, Feb. 189a. 



